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LEWIS AND CLARK SCHOOL CLEANS UP FOR EARTH DAY 
MISSOULA —
Students at Missoula’s Lewis and Clark Elementary School will celebrate Earth Day on 
Friday by getting down and dirty at Bancroft Pond. The students will pick up garbage, prune 
dead branches, remove large pieces of cement and metal boxes from the water, pull weeds and 
attack invasive water lilies — joining the worldwide celebration to promote ecological 
sustainability in the process.
Student efforts are being directed by The University of Montana’s Ecologists,
Educators and Schools (ECOS) program. With help from Missoula Parks and Recreation, 
kindergartners through third-graders will work from 9 to 11 a.m., and grades four and five 
will follow from 1 to 3 p.m.
“No child should be left indoors this Earth Day!” said ECOS Director Carol Brewer.
In addition to the clean-up project, the students decorated grocery sacks with Earth Day 
messages. Their works of art now hang in the hallways at Lewis and Clark, but on Friday the 
sacks will be distributed to lucky customers at Pattee Creek Market.
The Lewis and Clark ECOS Team is developing a long-term plan to incorporate 
Bancroft Pond into its science curricula. Work at the pond will include surveying the plants, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians and mammals and exploring how seasons affect the biological
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community at this wetland.
In the future, Lewis and Clark School personnel hope to develop a partnership with the 
Lewis and Clark Neighborhood Council and Missoula Parks and Recreation to restore Bancroft 
Pond. Some ideas include making plates for plants and ecological features in the area and 
building a bird blind so students and community members may view birds with minimal 
disturbance. They also wold like to develop animal track plates and a track identification guide 
for the less conspicuous creatures at the pond.
The ECOS-Partners Program pairs UM students with area K-12 teachers. Using 
schoolyards and nearby open spaces, ECOS teams develop science demonstration projects 
related to local ecology and conservation biology. The program is designed to contribute to a 
national model of how locally based ecological research can be introduced to improve the 
science teaching and learning in schools and university environments.
Funded by the National Science Foundation, ECOS is a partnership among UM ’s 
Division of Biological Sciences, the University’s College of Forestry and Conservation, and 
the Missoula County Schools Curriculum Consortium. It’s designed to connect UM graduate 
students, undergraduates and faculty members with area teachers and students so that no child 
is left indoors.
For up-to-date information on the Earth Day schedule, call Jane McAllister at 542- 
4354, Tammy Mildenstein at 721-1127 or Dave Claman at 721-PARK.
Earth Day is celebrated simultaneously around the globe by people of all backgrounds, 
faiths and nationalities.
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